
Eliade 

In “The Sacred and Profane” Eliade sets  to discover a universal and unifying element in 

religious experience. He believes this element is the experience of the sacred, an experience that 

of the wholly other which isnt able to be expressed but only experienced. It is a deep felt sense of 

the world and everything and anything that’s in it. Eliade speaks about the religious man , the 

homo religious, whose purpose is to live in a divine world. This world, a man desires to live in, 

this world of “pure and holy cosmos..”, man must first experience the sacred to live in this divine 

world . The sacred world gives one the experience of real living, allows one to surpass their 

fallinbility, their vulnerability, discover their unknown space. By not living the sacred life, one 

isnt living the divine world, which isn’t considered even living at all. The sacred, is said, is 

necessary for one to live well, it does good for our spiritual health, maybe even essential to have 

any kind of spiritual health. 

As Eliade implied in searching for a unifying element, religions conflicting truths and 

written docritines make it hard for man to experience the sacred. Religions, with their doctrinals, 

their ideology, steer one away from the path of experience and lead one to a more rationalized 

and ordered religious sensibility. To cut through and approach the sacred, one must understand 

that the truths, will not move one toward the sacred but away, it will historicize the view and 

never transform the view to an experience. To understand the deep engagement religion has with 

the sacred, one must leave behind the profane world, religions ideology, logic, rationality and 

adopt experiential, symbolic, mythical and ritual ideas. Profound and deeply felt significance is 

the fundamental goal to experience the sacred. To have any kind of emotional depth to anything, 

one must abandon the ordinary mundane experience of the natural world and enter the cosmos. 

Myths help in entering this world, they help in seeing what lies beyond the immediacy, 

overlooks the abstractions and just like symbols, give a double meaning  and concreteness to 

things. Mythopoetics tend to be of service in grasping the concretedness. Mythopoetic evoke 

feelings, as well as symbols, they are poetic emotional evocative language,  language of the heart 

and to go towards the direction of the sacred which emotional sensation is necessary. Hierophany 

allows any object to become much more meaningful but yet retain its meaning it has in the 

profane world. Sacred Space and Axis Mundi are places where one can feel and stay connected 
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to the sacred. Different religious societies have their own temple, place, center, where one can 

visit and contect to the sacred regardless of it’s hierophany. All of these events are a help to 

embracing the sacred, they move one towards it, to live in the divine world that religion asks for 

one must accept them and live along the guidelines of them. 

The irony in the sacred and the true  is that it was once believed that they work together 

to help one reach the experience of the sacred, to have a kind of religious experience. When it 

really isn’t the case, because to believe in the true one follows the doctrine of  their religioun, 

they follow the history, and as mentioned before it is impossible to even come close to 

expierencing the sacred in those views and conditions. Which is why it is best to not question our 

beliefs in our religion because if done so it is layed out in facts and logic and that prevents us in 

coming anywhere near the sacred. 

This essay begins to address only some of the issues in Eliade and the questions that 

were asked on the exam.  But few of them are taken to any reasonable clarity.   Reread the 

summary of Eliade and reread the question to improve the essay and your grade. 
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