
In the Throe of Wonder 
 
 Wonder is our opening to the world in through which we gain access to all 
our insights. It is in the throe of wonder that we gain the potential to create a new 
world of meaningfulness. As Miller puts it ,” to be cast into the abyss of 
unknowing”. The postmodern condition is, “one in which philosophers have 
recognized the inescapability of interpretation and the centrality of its role in the 
constitution of meaning.” This modern condition implies that we have realized that 
we no longer can cling onto the given. It recognizes that there are no unprejudiced 
standpoints and that there are no fixed truths by recognizing the incompleteness of 
our experience, making everything questionable, and takes what is known away 
from us. Our fundamental fallibility makes such truth unattainable. To be fully 
immersed in the throe of wonder one must,” let go of all one already knows and to 
surrender oneself wholly and without reserve to the throe of questioning itself.” 
  We can see how the postmodern condition can and does undermine the 
notions of truth of religion and argues that religions’ consciousness is within the 
metaphysics of presence and clings onto the myth of the given. But the postmodern 
condition can also give us greater understanding and forms a more genuine 
connection to the sacred by better understanding what a world is. A world is a 
meaning and is a complexity of interpretations which arise from our felt sense of 
things. Miller argues that because we are capable of insight we are able to belong 
to a world and only because we live in an intelligible world, is insight possible. 
Miller also states that any decentering of our world is seen as a threat and exposes 
us at our most vulnerable. As vulnerable beings we build defense systems to cope 
for the loss of a world because it leads to an intimation of the nothingness of our 
world; which leads us to construct an indestructible self and undeconstructible 
world. In doing so, we close off the world and end its radiance. The world becomes 
homoguenous and profane. Utterly dead. When Miller states that ,” Nothingness is 
no intruder, no trespasser, no other it is what I am in and of myself” it is the 
recognition that we are utterly nothing, and it is such a realization which is  
“horror” for us. Horror is the understanding of the possibility of my world to 
collapse and anguish is the felt lived experience of that loss. It is horror because it 
means the world to us.  By clinging to our habits and seeking safety and control we 
prevent and close ourselves off from the experience of the sacred. We commit 
closure by “having attained the truth”, and we seek no more. We must liberate 
ourselves from the arrogance of finitude and to be open to an encounter with the 
unknown as unknown. 
 Another feature of experience which brings closer an intimation of our 
nothingness is in understanding, and having a better grasp, on temporality and its 
constant rupturing of presence. Temporality can be thought of as the constant turn 
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from a “from which” to a “toward which”. Or as we have ultimately come to know 
them, the past(from which) and future(towards which). In our attempt to make 
sense of temporality to fit in into our worlds in a comprehensible way we make it 
all the same when it is actually a constant difference imposing itself. The past and 
the future are always only ways of talking about immediacy. We try to make sense 
of temporality with our use of language through words indicating time but we 
never really capture it. In our attempt to colonize the rupture of temporality we 
bring it under the control of the same by imposing meaning on otherness making it 
the same. This opens us up to the contingency of our nothingness that our “illusion 
of permanence and security in the utter impermanence of temporality” is 
unfounded. This implies that there is there is an otherness to temporality which 
makes the turning possible. That radical otherness is eternity.   
 By being freed from the prisons of our truths we are opened to the 
primordial experience that primitive man was capable of, and we become thus 
open to the mystery of being, thus open to the sacred. Through radical inquiry are 
we able to be in awe in the presence of something deeper than all meaning. By 
seeing the profaneness of regular everyday life and being awakened by the horror 
of our loss of a world, are we able to be in awe with the world as we did when we 
knew nothing about it. It is to see the world anew before we thought we knew 
anything about it and killed its radiance by trying to posses it. Only awe can 
radically humble us. Humility being the condition one has attained which is 
developed from an acknowledgement of ones’ own nothingness. This is why “awe 
is more profound than wonder and horror” and this is why wonder and horror are 
anticipations to this profoundness of awe and to see the whole of the cosmos as the 
“Wholly Other.” This is also why, “Our fallibility far from being a barrier to our 
knowledge of being, constitutes our only possible bond with it.” To move toward 
the sacred is to be reborn again. To re-world, to be radically ignorant, as Miller 
says, of the “wholly other” in order to be ready to hear his call.  
Thus, Miller does not offer us any truths, dogmas, theories, or pragmatist views but 
welcomes us to be caught in the throe of wonder. 
 
Nice Work.   
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