
 In Miller’s “Throe of Wonder” Miller describes a condition that faces human beings 

today. The postmodern condition refers to the condition of society which is said to arise after 

modernity, a historical condition that states the reasons for the conclusion of modernity. Lyotard 

understood modernity as a cultural condition characterized by invariable change in the chase of 

advancement. Post modernity then represents the peak of this process where constant change has 

become the status quo and the concept of progress obsolete. Many would say post modernity cuts 

human beings off from the sacred because it does not allow human beings to develop that sense 

of self-reformation and vulnerability which is needed to reach the sacred. In this post modern 

condition, human beings develop truths that they seem unable to leave behind and to reach the 

sacred; one need to jump into the abyss of unknown.  On the other hand though, in this 

postmodern condition, the world is seen in many ways and the world has many limits that one 

can recognize. Living in the postmodern world allows individuals to recognize their finitude and 

fallibility because there is so much that we are unable to do, and because individuals can 

recognize their finitude they are more likely to enjoy the freedom of life and not believe the 

illusions the world portrays. 

   Miller describes the throe of inquiry to be this constant questioning of the world around. 

Philosophy is described as passion of wisdom and inquiry. The throe of inquiry is to give oneself 

into the abyss of vulnerability because inquiry only arises from the sense of being vulnerable.  

Wonder and horror makes us vulnerable and wonder and horror open us up to the sacred. When 

we feel wonder or horror, our whole world is changed and our whole perspective is changed 

because our world has more meaning and it is more vulnerable. If anything were to happen to 

that world, we would have nothing and our world would collapse.  Our world will lose meaning 

and we will continue to exist in nothing.  Wonder and horror are ruptures of our perceived 

worlds; when we fall in love, our world ruptures because it is no longer what we believe it to be, 

it is changed and we feel vulnerable.  This sense of vulnerability only comes from the sense of 

one’s core.  Vulnerability is an experience that one must experience to understand. Wonder, 

horror, anguish, and awe are openings to the sacred because they indeed throw us into an abyss 
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of unknowing and these are places where we feel insecure. When we feel wonder, horror, 

anguish, and awe; we must let go of everything to fully grasp their power and to fully dive into 

the sacred.  

     Miller wrote “nothingness is no intruder, no trespasser, no other. It is what I am, in and of 

myself.”  In this passage, Miller is describing nothingness as a friend and not an intruder that 

comes and sneaks up on us.  Human beings tend to run away from things that are unknown, and 

Miller is saying that nothingness is something that is not meant to be feared.  Miller is telling us 

to realize that we are nothing. Human beings are nothingness. We exist to experience 

nothingness. The fact that we can experience our world collapsing demonstrates that we are in 

fact nothingness. The moment we feel that everything may come crumbling down demonstrates 

that we are nothing to begin with and we just developed as individuals, but at our very core we 

are nothingness.  In the next passage Miller wrote “Awe is more profound than wonder or 

horror” Awe creates the most inquiry and so it allows us to question our surroundings and the 

world. Awe takes us to the sacred because in awe we let go of our truths and we strive to find 

new answers. Wonder and horror may disrupt and collapse our world and take away our meaning 

while on the other hand awe creates new meanings. Awe creates new meanings and new 

meaningful worlds without really collapsing an already established meaningful world; while 

horror and wonder creates a new worlding but they can also collapse the world into a meaningful 

nothingness.  

    The idea that our world can be ruptured and collapsed makes individuals vulnerable. 

Individuals strive to protect themselves from getting hurt and so they seek an absolute other that 

will help them in their state of vulnerability.  
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The absolute other is the salvational power that will help individuals reach their sacred core and 

reform them. Salvation and the sacred is the movement away from control and the idea of the 

procession of truth. It is in the sacred the one can experience rebirth because one gives up control 

and one is able to go through transformation without trying to control it.  Since individuals lose 

meaning in their world after horror and wonder collapses their world, individuals seek salvation 

and security in absolute other. This absolute other is said to be tool for individuals to have 

security in the unknown. The absolute other, takes individuals to their sacred cores by allowing 

them to be open and allowing them to let go of their truths.  

 Wonder and horror do not take us all the way to the realization of our nothingness like awe does 

because awe provokes questioning and inquiry. When we ask questions, that is when all our 

truths will be shattered, and we receive a new worlding. In awe new truths will govern us, but 

before new truths can govern us, we experience nothingness because the truths we held before 

we false and we hate to admit that.  Awe opens us to inquiry and sense of vulnerability because 

our deepest truths can be shattered the moment we let go of our truths and enter the abyss of the 

unknown.  The absolute other is confirmed by our experiences of awe and nothingness but the 

absolute other also needs experience.  
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Religions are based on experience and any absolute other is based on experience rather than 

beliefs or doctrines. One must experience the absolute other to believe in the absolute other. The 

experience may be good or bad but one must experience the other to fully give it meaning.  The 

absolute other is needed for our condition to live because it is a tool and a power for people to 

get past their feelings of horror and nothingness. We look to the absolute other to help fix out 

inequities and help give out world meaning. The absolute other is a salvation for us to escape our 

nothingness and give sense to our world. Without this absolute other, people would exist and live 

in meanings of nothingness.  

REWRITE (If you do not rewrite, this will become a C-.  That’s the best I can do given the 

lack of clarity here and the complete misunderstanding of some of what Miller is driving 

at) 
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