
Distinguishing Religion, Philosophy, and Science 

   To have a clear view of how religion, philosophy, and science tie together ill first go over the 
definitions for each. Philosophy is the study of general and fundamental problems concerning matters 
such as existence, knowledge, values, reason, mind, and language. Religion is the belief in and worship 
of a god or gods, or a set of beliefs concerning the origin and purpose of the universe. It is commonly 
regarded as consisting of a person’s relation to God or to gods or spirits. Many religions have narratives, 
symbols, traditions and sacred histories associated with their deity or deities, that are intended to give 
meaning to life. They tend to derive morality, ethics, religious laws or a preferred lifestyle from their 
ideas about the cosmos and human nature.  And science is an enterprise that builds and organizes 
knowledge in the form of testable explanations and predictions about the natural world. Each one of 
these proposes a question about life and how we came to be in this world, and each one has different 
answers that all seem to not be answers at all. 

      Philosophy explores the mind in the deepest parts. It questions everything and analyzes it to the 
core. You can philosophize about everything, religion, emotion, ethics, science, and even philosophy 
itself. Philosophy is a love for wisdom so passionate that you become your own mentor in things; you 
choose a path that leads you to always learning, always questioning, and always analyzing.  It takes one 
simple thought, but through strenuous thought and testing (like science) comes not a straight forward 
answer like you could get with science. It only leads you to a broader wisdom and better understanding 
of a subject. 

     Religion goes about things in more of a philosophical way then scientific. There isn’t testing involved, 
it’s more of a great wondering of how we as human beings came to be on this earth and what our 
purpose in life is.  Religion magnifies our life experiences and helps us put our morals into perspective. 
We could never use science to measure one’s life experience and morals. We look to religion to give 
more meaning to one’s life and seek truth from it. There are naturalistic religions such as Buddhism that 
go about their religion in a more philosophical fashion, focusing on immediate phenomena.  

Science is more direct questioning. This uses measurements and testing to get limited answers. Science 
is constantly being used to disprove religion and create answers for everything.  Like exploring 
philosophy, from science come theories. With these theories creates this circle of more wondering and 
philosophizing and maybe eventually more scientific testing to see if we can prove this theory any 
further. 

Your paper is very well organized and easy to read.  But… you only begin to approach the issues and 
need to go much further, perhaps another page would have been sufficient.  You also did not state 
why making the distinction between religion, philosophy and science is so critically important and 
need to point to all the damage that comes from failing to do this properly.    3/5 

Comment [DP1]: This leaves out Buddhism, 
Taoism, Confucianism.  Look at definition 6 in 
Taliaferro. 

Comment [DP2]: Yes, commonly, but about 25% 
of people in the world who belong to a religion do 
not fit in here. 

Comment [DP3]: The key word so you will say a 
lot about this below.  (After reading the rest, I see 
you fial to do this) 

Comment [DP4]: The key word.  So you will say 
a lot about this below. (after reading the rest, I see 
you fail to do this. 

Comment [DP5]: This is too vague and 
depending on what you mean by mind, many 
philosophers do not do this.   

Comment [DP6]: Say more about what kind of 
testing this is. 

Comment [DP7]: Philosophy often does give 
straight forward responses to claims and beliefs 
showing they are incoherent or impossible views.  
How does it do this?  How is this connected to 
“wisdom” which is not the same thing. 

Comment [DP8]: Why not use Eliade, Miller, 
and especially Guerriere here to say that religion is 
distinguished by a transformative experience of the 
sacred then builds up these other features 
afterwards? 

Comment [DP9]: Say more about this. 

Comment [DP10]: OK, good, but clarify this. 

Comment [DP11]: This is NOT science.  It is 
called scientism.  You need to know the dirfference! 


