
 

 Aristotle’s hylmorphism is a concept that all natural bodies consist of form and matter. It 

was developed in rejection to the atomistic explanations of things. He adopted Empodocles idea 

that all things consisted of four elements. Before Aristole, the Ionians had sought the basic 

constituents of bodies, particularly Anaxagoras’s view. 

Plato + Aristotle 

 

 Plato’s Theory of Forms is his belief that there are forms that exist outside of the material 

realm or world, and therefore they do not change, and because of that are the essence of 

knowledge. Through our mind we have access to the forms or permanence.  The forms are 

transcendent (not located in space and time), pure (exemplify one property), archetypes (perfect 

examples of the form they exemplify), real entities, causes (provide explanations), and 

systematically connected through to the form of the good. 

 

The form was made to answers the question of how a person is supposed to live a happy 

fulfilling life in a world that is ever changing and material items can be taken away. Also to 

explain how the world is seen to be ever changing through our senses yet stagnant and permanent 

in our minds and intellect. We should eliminate all desires instead of fulfilling them. 

 

As is: C 

 

But you could easily turn this into an A or B. 

 

 

Comment [DP15]: Need to mention the 
following, what value they had, and how they 
improved on previous thinking:  The capacity for 
Induction (Nous) from particulars to general 
categories, the nature of statements and truth, logic 
by which we move from statements about 
substances and categories to other substances and 
categories, potential versus actual by which we can 
explain identity through change, the four causes, 
practical versus theoretical reason, eudaimoneia, 
the unmoved Mover, how he moves beyond Plato, 
yet remains very Platonic, etc. 

Comment [DP16]: Why did he argue like this?  
What problems was he addressing and what were 
his assumptions that he inherited from the Pre-
Socratics? 

Comment [DP17]: Ok so far but incomplete.  
This begins to show how his thinking did a better job 
of accounting for reality and changes and how this 
must ultimately show how we can make sense of 
value.  Do more with it. 

Comment [DP18]: That is not Plato’s view.  It is 
closer to Pythagorus.  Plato is concerned that desire 
does not rule our thinking and behavior 


