
It was the group of ancient thinkers known today as the pre-Socratics who developed a 

new way of looking at the world and by doing so walked philosophy and science through their 

nascent stages.  These men were more proto-scientist than philosophers and in trying to make 

sense of the world around them, developed various unification theories that served to explain 

phenomenon.  In addition, the pre-Socratics explored the relationship between the natural and 

supernatural, the literal and mythopoeic and developed new ways of thinking that would be 

critical to the formation of philosophy. 

Different thinkers offered different solutions to the world’s myriad puzzles.  Thales 

believed that all things were made of water and filled with gods while Anaximenes decided that 

all things were air.  Anaximander saw an error in these thinker’s logic and stated that all things 

had a beginning or an origin – something that he called the boundless – an infinite state without 

beginning.  Heraclitus maintained that all things were in fact in flux – constantly changing – and 

that the change was governed by the Logos.  However, the manner in which the Logos was 

supposed to work trended towards being too ambiguous.  Pythagoras introduced math and 

numbers as the end-all of all things.  All went well except for the irrationality of irrational 

numbers such as pi, phi, and various square roots – this loose end implied that even with 

numbers things were not always exact.  Parmenides thought that for something to be it must not 

change, ergo he proposed that all things were in fact one stating that change and variation in 

appearances was in fact illusory.  The atomism provided a good solution to the aforementioned 

theories saying that there were indivisible units that comprised all of the many.  Atomism 

however proved problematic when it came to values, ethics and meaning.  Sophist such as 

Hippocrates and Protagoras threw away metaphysics entirely and proposed relativism as the 

solution claiming victory to the best argument.  The problem with the Sophist’s view however, is 

that it only provides a particular way of looking at things rather than providing any real answers. 

 It was by the work of these pre-Socratics that led directly to the discipline of philosophy, 

and it is from philosophy that modern science and religion traces its roots.  By refining reasoned 

thought and using it to make sense of the world around them early Greek intellectuals paved the 

way for the great philosophers and as a corollary, western thought and religion. 
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Comment [DP1]: Appearance is reality 

Comment [DP2]: How?  What was the main 
distinctive feature of this new approach to thinking 
that influenced everything afterwards for better or 
worse (when improperly applied)? 


