
Philosophy Essay #2 

 Thales, one of the first western philosophers, said that the nature of reality is that 

everything comes from water. He supported this notion with the idea that all objects take form as 

a solid, liquid, or gas just as water. It is also a necessity for life that is found abundantly on earth. 

He changed thinking in the aspect of seeing everything as one thing, and the many things we 

encounter as tying into that one thing. He also began to look at the world through intellectual 

reasoning and just through the sensory of things. 

Anaximander another pre-Socratic after Thales argued against the idea that everything is 

water. He instead thought the earth was suspended in the middle of the universe. He also 

elaborated a ying-yang idea that every change has a conflict of opposites ex: happy and sad, left 

and right, ect.  The paths of logic that that the early pre-Socratics used, are similar to modern 

sciences approach to modern nature. The idea that all things come from a certain substance and 

nature follows a pattern of change. 

Pythagoras and his religious sect believed that the soul existed before human life and 

would be reborn after the passing of the body in accordance to the achievements in life. 

Pythagoras saw the soul as a harmony, and through numbers music and math could harmonize 

the soul. Pythagoras identified reality with properties and relationships. Also Pythagoras 

implemented proofs which philosophers use deductive reasoning to come to a conclusion. 

Heraclitus said that everything was constantly changing and nothing was permanent 

while Parmenides in direct contrast argued that nothing changed and everything was permanent. 

Heraclitus says that constant change is a matter of appearance not reality. Like Anaximander he 

believes that change comes from conflict. The order of the world to him is rational or logos. 

Comment [DP1]: Why? 

Comment [DP2]: Specifically, similar in what 
way? 

Comment [DP3]: Say more 

Comment [DP4]: That were not experienced by 
sensation, but only thinkable in pure reason. 

Comment [DP5]: Elaborate/explain 



Senses of the world give us opinions because of appearances and our mind with reason is the 

only way to know truths. He gives us two realms, being and not-being can only exist. Also that 

being is eternal, indestructible, indivisible, and being is one, meaning it is one continuous flow 

that has no parts. Parmenides greatly influenced Plato. 

The pre-Socratics took gods and spirits out of explanation of nature and the universe. 

This caused us to look at nature as having order and being able to be studied. They changed our 

way of thinking that the world was not merely just appearances and senses, but a deeper more 

profound reality. They formulated theories that although were rudimentary in the beginning, 

influenced the explanations of later scientists such as the beginning developments of evolution 

ad atomism.  
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Comment [DP6]: Who are you referring to?  The 
last person you mention was Heraclitus. 

Comment [DP7]: Who are you claiming took this 
point of view?  Parmenides says not-Being cannot 
exist.  Heraclitus says reality is nothing but 
appearance, but guided by the Logos.   

Comment [DP8]: Religion also does this.  What 
makes science and philosophy different? 

Comment [DP9]: The most distinctive feature of 
their thinking was REDUCTIONISM which can be 
theoretically useful and powerful, but also has 
serious drawbacks.  We inherited both the benefits 
and liabilities, but most people do not know this and 
so we constantly make errors some of which you 
can clear up by reading Religion, Philosophy, and 
Science on the website. 


